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THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION in the 
Pilot Citizen Science Study of Distributed Domestic Water Heater Microbiology Diversity
ENCLOSED YOU WILL FIND:

1. Implied Informed Consent Form (1 page)
2. Citizen Science Packet (9 pages)
a. Explanation of project
b. Sample procedures
c. Water heater questionnaire
3. Educational outreach materials
a. Heat-sensitive pencil
b. Information on the heat-sensitive pencil
c. NASA/MSU ruler
d. Extreme Science postcard
e. Science of the Springs booklet
4. Ziptop bag with latex gloves and alcohol swabs (1 pair large, 1 pair medium, 2 pairs small gloves).
5. Thermometer
6. Ziptop bag for “pH Test” with pH test strips and color chart for matching
7. Ziptop bag for “Chlorine Test” with chlorine test strips and color chart for matching
8. Ziptop bag with “MEDIA” which includes a small plastic bottle containing liquid media (not harmful) and a 10 ml syringe
9. 60 ml syringe

10. Ziptop bag with “FILTER A & CENT TUBE” which includes Filter “A”, which looks like a toy top and a 
15 ml centrifuge (cent) tube
11. Ziptop bag with “FILTER B” which includes Filter “B”
12. Pre-addressed, pre-stamped padded envelope to return items to Penn State
PLEASE RETURN TO PENN STATE BY JANUARY 13th:

1. Filter “A” in ziptop bag

2. Water filled 15 ml Centrifuge (cent) tube in ziptop bag. Can be included in the same bag with Filter “A”
3. Filter “B” in ziptop bag

4. Plastic “media” bottle in a ziptop bag. Bottle should contain media and 5 extra ml of water (baked in oven for 3 hours at 160 degrees)
5. Completed questionnaire (pages 6-7 of the Citizen Science packet)
If you have any questions, please contact:
Heather Nelson

Penn State Astrobiology Research Center
Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802 

(814) 863-5957; heathernelson@psu.edu
Page 1 of 1

